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From the Archives
ADE MINUTES OF FOUNDING MEETING
The ]ollowing document was provided by Harriet Simon from the archives ofthe Association. It has been transcribed literalty, except that original line spacing,
line breaks, and indentions have not been retained. The original domment was !JPed double-spaced on four pages and includes the signature ofthefirst secretarytreasurer, Charlene Bickford. This transcription was preparedfrom a photocopy.

Association for Documentary Editing
Minutes of Founding Meeting, November 10, 1978
Over 60 persons interested in the establishment of an Association for Documentary Editing crowded into the Chippendale Room of the Chase Park Plaza Hotel in St. Louis, Missouri for the meeting, which was called to order by John
Simon, chairperson of the ad hoc steering committee. Dr. Simon outlined the history of the steering committee, which was
made up of John Y Simon, David R. Chesnutt, Linda Grant DePauw, Stanley Idzerda, Donald Jackson, and Merrill Jensen,
and had been appointed by a group of editors gathered at Hyde Park, New York last April. After proclaiming our meeting
to be the "Continental Congress of documentary editing," Dr. Simon enumerated some of the needs that could be met by
establishing an Association for Documentary Editing. These were:
1. The need to exchange information-The newsletter will serve as our medium of communication along with
special programs.
2. The need for a group concerned with editing as a whole to lobby for funds and give general support to the
profession.
3. The need for mutual assistance among those involved in editing.
Dr. Simon emphasized that the organization would not be an arm of the National Historical Publications and Records
Commission, but rather an organization to support and assist documentary editors and to co-operate with NHPRC and
other funding institutions. He also remarked that junior staff members of projects will be encouraged to join and take an
active part in the organization.
Donald Jackson was called upon to report the steering committee's list of nominations for temporary officers to serve
until the first annual meeting. The nominations were as follows:
President: Arthur S. Link, The Papers of Woodrow Wilson
President-Elect: Lester J. Cappon, The Newberry Library
Director of Publications: Robert A. Rutland, The Papers of James Madison
Secretary-Treasurer: Charlene N. Bickford, Documentary History of the First Federal Congress
The slate of officers was unanimously elected.
Arthur Link then took the chair and expressed appreciation to the steering committee for the work they had done and
for taking the initiative.
The proposed constitution was then considered section by section with Linda Grant DePauw speaking for the steering
committee. The constitution was unanimously adopted at 5:15 p.m. with the following amendments:
Article II - strike out the 5th line (motion made by Charles Cullen).
Article III, line 3 - "ratified by a majority of the members" was changed to "approved by a majority of the
members voting on a mail ballot."
Article IV, Section 2, line one - change "three" to "five" (motion by George Gibson).
line 4 - change "nominate candidates for the offices" to "nominate one candidate for each office" (motion by
Linda DePauw).
Article IX, Section 2, lines one and two - change "the full membership" to those voting."
Donald Jackson nominated the following persons to serve on the nominating committee for the coming year:
David R. Chesnutt (Chairperson), The Papers of Henry Laurens
John Kaminski, Documentary History of the Ratification of the Constitution
Richard L. Wentworth, The University of Illinois Press
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